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He donated the land to build 
Colorado Springs City Hall. He 
did the same for the Mining 

Exchange Building (now the Wyndham Mining 
Exchange Hotel), and the downtown Post Office. 
He funded the El Paso County Courthouse (now 
the Pioneers Museum). His Colorado Springs and 
Interurban Railway laid 38 miles of track for 56 
electric trolley cars and 13 trail cars to shuttle 
passengers from Colorado Springs to Old Colorado 
City to Manitou Springs. It was also the first 
Colorado corporation to provide life insurance for 
employees; he financed homes for some employees 
and bought homes outright for others. 

He built a stadium for the Colorado Springs 
Millionaires baseball team at the corner of 
Cheyenne Boulevard and South Tejon. He also 
donated $25,000 to the Colorado School of Mines, 
the school’s first philanthropic gift. 

Yet, in 1872, Winfield Scott Stratton labored as a 
carpenter on the home of Helen Hunt Jackson for 
$3 a day.

He studied geology and metallurgy at Colorado 
College and the School of Mines. In the summer of 
’74, Stratton began prospecting for gold and silver in 
San Juan County, Colorado, but went bust. Moving 
to the Cripple Creek Mining District, he founded 
the Martha Washington mine, which he eventually 
sold for $80,000. He used the money to establish the 
Independence Mine in 1891. 

150 Years In 
Portraits

In 1893, he finally hit paydirt: a gold vein initially 
worth $3 million that went on to earn an average 
of $1 million per year. In 1899, 25 years after his first 
hardscrabble beginnings, Stratton sold the mine 

for $11 million, 
becoming the 
first millionaire 
of the Cripple 
Creek Gold Rush.

Through it all, 
Stratton never 
moved from his 
modest wood-
frame house at 

115 N. Weber St. Instead, he chose to use his money to 
transform Colorado Springs in ways that few cities 
have ever seen.

Stratton gave on a more intimate level, too. He gave 
money to down-on-their-luck prospectors, purchased 
bicycles for all the city’s laundresses, paid for the 
education of a promising young violinist, and even 
fed and sheltered those left homeless by the Cripple 
Creek fire of 1896.

Upon his death, he bequeathed the bulk of his 
estate to build the Myron Stratton Home, a haven 
for indigent children and elderly, naming it after his 
father. More than 100 years after his death, Stratton 
is still striving “to improve the quality of life of those 
less fortunate.”

C O V E R  S T O R Y

In 1872, Winfield Scott 
Stratton labored as a 
carpenter on the home 
of Helen Hunt Jackson 
for $3 a day.

Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum photo courtesy the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum; Independence Mine courtesy of Special Collections, Pikes Peak Library District
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W i n f i e l d  S c o t t  S t r a t t o n : 

From Miner  
to Millionaire
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T h a n k s  t o  O u r  S p o n s o r s : 

The 150th Anniversary 
Portrait Project

The illustrations by 
Mark Summers 
on the previous 

pages were commissioned 
by Colo|Spgs Magazine for 
the 150th Anniversary of 
the founding of our city. We 
greatly appreciate the support 
and ongoing participation 
of our sponsors, whose 
generous support has made 
this contribution to our city’s 
legacy possible.

P r e s e n t i n g 
S p o n s o r

P o r t r a i t  S p o n s o r s

G a l l e r y  S p o n s o r s

The 150th Anniversary 
Portrait Gallery Tour
The portraits created for this feature are going on tour! 
Starting in May, you’ll be able to view these works of art in 
person at places like Red Noland Cadillac, Penrose Heritage 
Museum, the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum, the Colorado 
Springs Airport, Colorado Springs City Hall and more. You can 
find the schedule at coloradospringsmag.com.

Rio Grande 
Custom Picture 

Framing

F r a m i n g  S p o n s o r


